Witcham Neighbourhood Plan Referendum
Thursday 12 February 2026
Witcham Village Hall — 7am to 10pm

The Neighbourhood Plan has now been examined by an independent Neighbourhood Plan
Examiner. The Examiner’s report was issued on 18 November 2025 and required only
limited changes to three of the planning policies in order that the Plan can proceed to Parish
Referendum.

Neighbourhood Plan Examiner’s Report:
https://eastcambs.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-
11/Witcham%20Neighbourhood%20Development%20Plan%20-
%20Examiner%27s%20Report 0.pdf

East Cambridgeshire District Council has issued a decision statement following the receipt of
the Examiner’s report. This confirms the council is satisfied that, subject to applying the
modifications recommended by the independent Examiner, the Neighbourhood Plan meets
the basic conditions and other legal requirements, and will proceed to referendum.

The Neighbourhood Plan has been amended to reflect the requirements of the Examiner as
well as bring it up-to-date and the Parish Referendum will take place on Thursday 12
February. The Referendum is organised and paid for by East Cambridgeshire District
Council and run in the same way as an election.

Those residents of the parish that are on the Register of Electors are entitled to vote and will
be asked to answer ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ to the following question:

'Do you want East Cambridgeshire District Council to use the neighbourhood plan for
Witcham to help it decide planning applications in the neighbourhood area?’

If more than 50% of the turnout vote ‘Yes”, the District Council will be legally required to
‘make’ (adopt) the Neighbourhood Plan as part of its planning framework. This means the
planning policies in the Plan will have to be taken into account when decisions on planning
applications are taken.

Neighbourhood Plan Referendum Version
https://eastcambs.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-
01/Witcham%20Referendum%20NP%202%20January%202026.pdf

The Plan is supported by two additional documents

Witcham Designh Guidance and Codes

Witcham Neighbourhood Plan Appraisal of Views

https://eastcambs.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy-and-
quidance/neighbourhood-planning/neighbourhood-10
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More information on the Referendum can be found on the East Cambridgeshire
District Council website by typing eastcambs.gov.uk. Search for ‘Witcham
Neighbourhood Plan Referendum’ and choose Witcham Neighbourhood Plan
Referendum Thursday 12 February 2026 from the list.

Neighbourhood Plan Referendum Information

https://eastcambs.gov.uk/about-council/voting-and-elections/elections-
2026/witcham-neighbourhood-plan-referendum-thursday-12

Hardcopies of the Plan may be viewed in the village: 17 The Slade, 8 The Orchards,
Witcham Equestrian Centre (Mepal Road), the White Horse Public House in Silver Street or
contact the Clerk 01353778147
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